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SOTA, what is it?

• SOTA, or Summits On The Air, is a program started in the U.K. for low power 

amateur radio operators to obtain wireless contacts between each other and others 

operating from home or vehicle while on top of a “peak”



SOTA, what is it?

• Participants hike/climb mountains with low power amateur radio gear and make 

contacts with other licensed operators for points.

• The amount of points are defined by a number of things, but mainly height.  Peaks 

can be between 1 and 10 points (only one and even numbers used).

• In certain seasons, bonus points (3) are available (Example: Dec-Mar in Colorado, 

Mid-summer in AZ)

• Peaks are defined by “prominence”

– prominence measures the height of a mountain or hill's summit relative to the 

lowest contour line encircling it but containing no higher summit within it. It is a 

measure of the independence of a summit.



SOTA, why?

• Good exercise combined with a fun hobby

• Bragging rights

• Points!

– What do you get with points?  

• Bragging rights! 



SOTA, why?

WINTER=



SOTA, some details:

• Areas of the world are broken up into “Associations”

• Associations are broken up into “Regions”

• Regions contain Peaks and point values, and possible 

seasonal bonus information



SOTA, some details:



SOTA, some details:



SOTA, the points (activation):



SOTA, the points (chase):



SOTA, the gear:



SOTA, the gear(Winter):



SOTA, the gear(IT geek title retention):



SOTA, the hike:



SOTA, the hike:



SOTA, the setup:



SOTA, the setup:



SOTA, the setup:



SOTA, the return:



SOTA, the results:



SOTA, the results:

AND……

7 points!!  (4 points for the peak + 3 winter bonus points!)



SOTA: The End

Questions?



Thank you


