
2025-03-11 Hamlet Net - SWR Measuring 
 
Announcements: 

● Test Session Info 

○ Next VE session is Saturday, March 22nd in the Clover Building at the Boulder 
County Fairgrounds, and starts at 9 am.  It is a PVET session, so there is no fee 
to test.  For more info, and to pre-register, see the Licensing/Testing page on the 
club web site, https://w0eno.org/, under the Education menu. 

● Still have tables available at LARCFest - if you know anyone who'd like to get one, 
please let them know. 

● Next Wednesday, March 19th, Ed Mohrman, WA7EM, will be presenting a comparison of 
traditional "superhet" receiver front ends with digital sampling methods used in SDRs 
and modern hybrid radios at the March LARC general meeting.  Please plan to attend in 
person if possible, or via Zoom. 
 
Socializing starts at 6:30pm at the Clover Building at the Boulder County Fairgrounds, 
with the meeting beginning at 7:00pm. 

● Please take the latest survey on the web site: 
https://w0eno.org/larc-general-membership-poll/ 

● RMHAM has put their 6 meter beacon back on the air.  The beacon transmits on 50.067 
MHz using call sign KØIBM / B and is located in grid location DM79nq which is down 
around Lakewood. 

● Upcoming Club Volunteer Opportunities: 

○ The club is building a GoBox for the CU Amateur radio club.  This will take pace 
on March 15th from The first is building a GoBox for the CU Boulder amateur 
radio club.  This will take place at the NASA Space Office inside Discovery 
Learning Center in Boulder from 10am to 2pm. 

○ LARCFest (April 5, 2025): 
https://w0eno.org/other-clubs-and-radio-organizations/?sheet_id=15 or contact 
Chuck at: k0itp@w0eno.org 
 
This is the club's largest event of the year as well as the primary moneymaker for 
the club, so please help us out to the extent you are able. 
 
We currently need volunteers to help with setup, teardown, ticket sales, GOTA 
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station, LARC club table, antenna sales, fox hunt, coat check, and call-in 
controller. 

○ Summer Field Day (June 28-29) -  

○ HAMCON Colorado 2025 for Rocky Mountain Division is October 23-26, 2025 in 
Grand Junction.  For more information and to register, see their web site at: 
hamconcolorado.com 

● The final RMHAM University presentation this year is titled "Grounding and Lightning 
Protection."  This topic always generates a lot of discussion and some disagreement, so 
come hear what Mike , K7AIH, has to say on the topic.  It will be held on April 26th from 
8:30 am to noon-ish. 
 
You can attend live in Greenwood Village at the Cherry Creek Schools ESC.  It's also 
being held on Zoom if you can't make it, and they usually record the sessions for later 
viewing as well. 
 
To sign up, go to the RMHAM web site at: https://www.rmham.org/ and click on the "Sign 
Up for RMHAM University" link under the "RMHAM UNIVERSITY" menu item. 

● If you are an ARRL member, remember that you have digital access to four magazines - 
QST, On the Air, QEX, and National Contest Journal.   

● We have a new net on the LARC repeaters.  It's run by Timothy Moss, KFØLAR, on the 
22nd of every month at 6pm - that's this Sunday.  The 22nd was chosen to highlight the 
average of 22 vets who commit suicide each day.  While the purpose of the net is to 
connect veterans, non-vets are welcome to participate as most all of us have friends or 
family who are or have served. 

● The ARRL Colorado Section Net occurs on the second Monday of the month from 7 to 
8pm.  The net is run by Amanda Alden, K1DDN, our Colorado ARRL section manager, 
and is open to hams and non-hams alike.  This net is a place where Colorado hams can 
ask questions of ARRL leadership and request help, guidance, club support, and 
technical support. This net meets on the second Monday of each month at 7:00 pm 
Mountain time. The net is on the Colorado Connection, Rocky Mountain Ham Radio 
DMR Talk Group 700, The Fun Machine, WE0FUN, and the NCARC Buckhorn Repeater 
447.700 – with 100 Hz tone. 

● We have some volunteer opportunities available where you can help out LARC: 

○ Photographer / videographer - record team activities and upload to web site / 
YouTube 

○ Newsletter Editor - put together the monthly Splatter newsletter 
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○ Event Coordinator 

● Time's up for this year, but you can earn your 2026 membership or future renewal by 
acting as NCS for at least 5 nets next year.  You can run either this Tuesday night net or 
the Thursday night net (or both).  We have scripts available for both, so all you need is a 
good connection into the repeater, and somewhere to keep track of names and call signs 
as people check in.  If you're going to be on the net anyway, why not save some dough 
at the same time!   

● Chuck has set a goal for the Club of running at least one activity a month.  This can be a 
hands-on construction activity, an operating activity like Field Day, a fox hunt, or a 
special event station.  The goal is to get people together to have fun with amateur radio!  
We have multiple locations at our disposal, as well as lots of Club equipment, so if you 
have an idea for something you think others hams would like to do, please let us know, 
and if you're willing to run it, even better! 

● The Club is also looking for presentation topics for 2025.  If you have any ideas, or better 
yet, would like to present, please let Chuck know and we'll get you on the schedule!  We 
would like to get some presentations from club members on stuff they've been doing, 
projects they're working on, or just things that interest them. 

● All club activities are open to anyone - members and non-members.  If you have 
questions, ask them on a net or send email to elmer@w0eno.org 

Presenter: Bryan, AF0W 
 
Topic: SWR - Measuring 

● Last week, we talked about the standing wave ratio, or SWR - this week, I'll present on 
how to measure it.  I'm going to mention a number of MFJ products, but this is more for 
reference rather than an endorsement 

● I'm sure you will be very unsurprised to hear that you measure it with an SWR meter, but 
how does this item work? 

● This is typically done by employing a device called a directional coupler 

● These devices are used to sample the RF signal power flowing in a single direction - in 
the case of amateur radio, this would be either from the transmitter to the antenna, called 
the forward power, or from the antenna back to the transmitter, called the reflected power 

● Once you know the forward and reflected power, you can calculate the SWR 

Types of Meters 

● There are a number of different ways that meters indicate the SWR 
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● The SWR meter in your radio typically displays the value directly on a single-needle 
analog or digital meter 

● One type of external meter used for measuring SWR is the Bird Thruline wattmeter 
which is designed to measure power rather than SWR directly.  It's also designed more 
like a piece of test equipment, rather than something you'd permanently install in your 
station. 

a. It consists of a directional coupler and a single needle meter with various power 
scales labeled in watts 

b. It has a socket into which you install components called elements or slugs.  Each 
element has a frequency range and maximum power rating, as well as an arrow 

c. The input and output connectors are on the right and left sides of the device's 
case, and you rotate the element to point in the direction for which you want to 
measure the power flow 

d. Once you have the forward and reflected power values, you can either use a 
graph or calculations to determine the SWR 

e. These meters can get expensive, as you will likely need to acquire multiple 
elements to support different bands and power levels 

● You can also purchase external meters that measure power and SWR using a 
single-needle meter for direct reading 

a. One characteristic of such meters is that they typically require adjustment or 
calibration every time you change transmitter power output or frequency band 

■ This typically involves changing a switch on the meter to a calibrate 
position, transmitting a full-strength signal (ideally using FM or CW mode), 
and then adjusting a calibration knob until the the meter points to a 
calibration mark on the meter scale 

■ You can now switch the meter back to SWR measurement mode and 
read the SWR directly 

b. These meters usually have a switch setting for showing forward or reverse power 
as well 

c. An example would be the MFJ-872 wattmeter 

● Another type of SWR meter has a power meter with two needles on it.  One needle 
indicates forward power, and the other, reflected power 



a. Instead of having to perform calculations to find the SWR, you can read it directly 
on the meter face - there are curves for different SWR values, and you find the 
curve where the two needles intersect, and the read the SWR from that curve 

b. This type of meter does not require any ongoing calibration when switching 
bands or power levels 

c. An example of this type of meter would be the MFJ-815D cross-needle wattmeter 

● Finally, there are digital meters that directly show the values for SWR, and both forward 
and reflected power, such as the MFJ-847 and MFJ-849 

● Keep in mind that all meters will have a frequency range over which they are designed to 
operate, and a maximum power that they can withstand 

a. If you operate a meter outside of its frequency range, you will most likely receive 
incorrect readings.  There are a lot of cheap SWR meters meant for CB radio use 
- these will not provide accurate results for VHF and UHF, for example. 

b. Some meters will have a switch on the front to set different maximum power 
levels.  Make sure you do not exceed this limit, and also that you take your 
reading from the appropriate scale on the meter face. 

Accuracy 

● One thing to keep in mind is that these meters (including the ones in your radios) are not 
laboratory instruments 

a. I'd always thought that the Bird Thruline meters had very high accuracy just 
because I'd seen them in a lot of Youtube radio repair videos, and they look very 
heavy-duty. 

b. I was going to purchase one until I took a look at the specifications.  For example, 
the specifications for CW mode on a Bird meter are +/- 5% of full scale. 

■ This means that if you are using a 250 watt HF element, your power 
reading can be off by as much as 12.5 watts. 

c. The single-needle MFJ-870 is rated at +/- 10% accuracy, while the digital 
MFJ-849 is rated at the same +/- 5% accuracy as the Bird meter. 

d. A big step up in price is the TelePost LP-100A digital vector wattmeter, which can 
reduce the error down to around 3% with NIST calibration, but costs over twice 
as much as the other meters 



e. Many meters do have internal calibration adjustments, but unless you have a 
known good meter to compare them to, you won't know when it's right. 

f. In reality, most amateur applications do not require a high degree of accuracy - it 
doesn't really matter if your SWR is 1.5:1 or 1.465:1 or 1.6:1.  You're really just 
looking to minimize your SWR and make sure it's not something excessive, like 
6:1 

g. Note that even though the forward and reverse power readings may not be 
extremely accurate themselves, SWR is a relative measurement, meaning it will 
probably be more accurate 

● One other option that you might want to look for is the ability of the meter to read peak 
power. 

● When using SSB, remember that there is no carrier present, so your output power will 
vary based on the signal you are sending out. 

● This is something that has tripped up new hams before - you connect an SWR or power 
meter to your new 100 watt radio, press the push-to-talk, and the meter shows a low or 
zero reading, leading you to think there is a problem with your radio! 

a. The ideal way to measure you radio's output is to use CW or FM - both of these 
modes output a full-power signal at all times 

b. If you still want to test SSB, then you need to make a loud noise into your 
microphone - many people do this by whistling. 

● Typically, you're not whistling into your mic when you use your radio, so if you want to 
get a more accurate representation of the power of your output signal, you can use a 
meter that supports peak output power readings 

● Peak-reading meters have active electronics and tend to have slower needle response 
times as the peak detector attempts to follow the power variations 

● This also means that they require a power source to operate. 

a. Some non-peak-reading meters may also require power, but this is typically just 
to run the meter backlights 

● High SWR will result when there are mismatched impedances in your antenna system. 

a. While an SWR meter will indicate the SWR, it does not measure the actual 
impedance.  If you need to know that information, you need to use a device such 
as an antenna analyzer, which will also likely be able to provide SWR 
information. 



● Also keep in mind that many antenna tuners include larger power and SWR meters than 
are found on radios 

● There is a saying that "A man with one watch knows what time it is - a man with two 
watches is never sure."  You will likely run into the same scenario with SWR or power 
meters.  The meters on your radio, antenna tuner, and an external meter will very likely 
not agree, but should all be in the same ballpark, and allow you to determine whether 
there is a matching issue with your antenna system or not. 

Why have one? 

● You might be wondering why you would need to add an SWR or power meter to your 
station.  What's wrong with the meter built into your radio? 

● One issue is that many radios have a single meter that is used as a signal strength or S 
meter in receive mode, and can be set to indicate SWR, output power, or other values 
(such as ALC or compression) when in transmit mode 

● This means you cannot simultaneously monitor your SWR and output power 

● Internal SWR meters are usually very small, and may be hard to read accurately for 
those of us with bad eyesight.  If you fall into this group, MFJ makes the MFJ-868B Giant 
Peak-Reading SWR / Wattmeter which features a meter measuring 6.5" diagonally 

Where to Install 

● There is also a question of where to install such a meter.  In a station with a radio, 
antenna tuner, feedline and antenna, where do you put it? 

● If you install it between your radio and antenna tuner, you will see the power being 
output by your radio, and also will see how good of a match your antenna tuner is able to 
make.  Ideally, it should be very close to 1:1. 

● If you place it after the tuner and before your feedline, then you will be able to see the 
power sent and reflected by your antenna system, and any SWR mismatch in those 
components.  Note that this mismatch is not corrected by the antenna tuner. 

● Finally, if you have an SWR meter with a remote sensing capability, you can install the 
sensor at your antenna's feed point, which will allow you to see the actual amount of 
power reaching the antenna (after losses in the antenna tuner and feedline), as well as 
the SWR based on any impedance mismatch at the antenna itself. 

Summary 



● So in summary, you should have the ability to measure the SWR in your radio system 
especially when you install a new antenna, but it probably doesn't make sense to install 
a dedicated SWR meter in your vehicle for your VHF/UHF system. 

Questions: 
● The question for the week is: Do you have any SWR meters other than those in your radio, and 

if so, which, and how do you like it? 

● In my case, I have a number of ways of measuring SWR.  My HF radio does include a small 
SWR and power meter, but I also have a meter in my antenna tuner, and an external dual-needle 
meter from a company called Daiwa installed after it.  I usually leave the radio's meter set to 
monitor output power instead of SWR. 
 
I have an external single-needle SWR meter on one of my VHF / UHF dual-band radios, but I 
almost never use it for SWR measurements due to the added hassle of having to recalibrate it.  
Growing up, I always liked all the old monster and sci fi movies with lots of flashing lights and 
meters, so the additional moving meters are great eye candy for me. 

● I also have an old HF digital SWR / power meter from Radio Shack that I installed between my 
radio and antenna tuner to monitor the SWR and output power. 

● I did end up getting a warning that something was wrong with my antenna system with an SWR 
meter.  I noticed that my antenna tuner suddenly started indicating a high SWR whenever I 
transmitted on HF.  I verified that there was something bad going on with my radio's built-in meter, 
and when I went outside to check my antenna system, I found out what it was.  Squirrels had 
eaten through one of the support lines for my G5RV wire dipole, and half of it was sitting on the 
ground. 

 

More Info: 
● Bird Model 43 RF Wattmeter: 

https://birdrf.com/Products/Test%20and%20Measurement/RF-Power-Meters/Wattmeters
-Line-Sections/RF-Wattmeters/43_General-Purpose-Wattmeter.aspx 

● MFJ-847 Digital Wattmeter: https://mfjenterprises.com/products/mfj-847 

● MFJ-849 Digital Wattmeter: https://mfjenterprises.com/products/mfj-849 

● MFJ-872 Single-Needle Wattmeter: https://mfjenterprises.com/products/mfj-872 

● MFJ-815D Dual Needle Wattmeter: https://mfjenterprises.com/products/mfj-815d 
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● If you have ideas for net topics or general meeting topics / presenters, please let us 
know!  Tell us on a net, or send email to k0itp@w0eno.org 

Email to elmer@w0eno.org 

1. KCØCT - Joe Clarke - Broomfield 
2. KØITP - Chuck - Firestone 
3. KØDBL - Don - Mead 
4. WAØJJC - Bob - Boulder 
5. AEØDO - John - N of Longmont 
6. AFØW - Bryan - Longmont 
7. N7CTM- Mark - Firestone 

End: 7:45pm 
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